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SECTION I: The Development of the Church in Old Tes tament Times

By James Oscar Boyd, Ph.D., D.D.

Chapter 1: Before Abraham - Genesis, Chapters 1 thl

That part of the globe which comes within the viefwhe Old Testament is mostly the region, about
fifteen hundred miles square, lying in the southteespart of Asia, the southeastern part of Europe,
and the northeastern part of Africa. This is whaeethree continents of the Eastern Hemisphere
come together. Roughly speaking it includes Asiadvli Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, Arabia, and
Egypt, with a fringe of other lands and islandetstining beyond them.

The heart of all this territory is that little girof land, lying between the desert on the easttlh@ad
Mediterranean Sea on the west, known as Syria alesfhe. It is some four hundred miles in
length varies from fifty to one hundred miles indéh. It has been well called “the bridge of the
world,” for like a bridge it joins the largest camnt, Asia, to the next largest, Africa. And as
Palestine binds the lands together, so the famaag Sanal at its southern end now binds the seas
together. Today, therefore, as in all the pass, $piot is the crossroads of the nations.

Palestine has long been called the “Holy Land, dose it is the scene of most of the Bible story.
Yet it would be a mistake to suppose that thatdgibry is limited to Palestine. The book of
Genesis does not introduce the reader to Canaandats Palestine) until it has reached its twrelf
chapter. There is a sense in which the historyad’&people begins with Abraham, and it was
Abraham who went at God’s bidding into the landCainaan. The story of Abraham will be taken up
in the second lesson; but the Bible puts befordithef

Abraham all the familiar story that lies in thestieleven chapters of Genesis and that forms the
background for the figures of Abraham and his dedaats.

The location of this background is the basin of Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. These two streams
are mentioned in Gen. 2:14 (the Tigris under thenftHiddekel”) as the third and fourth “heads” of
the “river that went out of Eden to water the garda which our first parents dwelt. The region is
at the southern end of what is now called Mesopiataft

the northern end of this river basin towers theesbipnountain known as Mount Ararat. But the
“mountains of Ararat,” mentioned in Gen. 8:4 aspihece where Noah’s ark rested when the waters
of the Flood had subsided, are no particular peakare the highlands of Kurdistan, which in
ancient times were called Urartu (Ararat). Betw&emdistan on the north and the Persian Gulf on



the south, the highlands of Persia on the eastlandreat Syrian Desert on the west, occurred the
earliest drama of human history.

That drama was a tragedy. It became a tragedy bea#uman’s sin. The wonderful poem of
creation in Gen., ch. 1, has for the refrain okitsstanzas, “God saw that it was good.” Bestllof a
was man, the last and highest of God’s works — ma@ade in “his own image,” after his likeness.
On the sixth “day,” when God made man, God saildi®fvork, “Behold, it was very good.” More
than that: through the kindness of God man is ipat igarden,” and is ordered to “dress it and to
keep it.” Ch. 2 : 15. Adam sees his superiorityhi rest of the animal kingdom, over which he is
given “dominion.” He is thus prepared to apprecthiewoman as a helpmeet for him, so that the
unit of society may ever mean for him one man amelwoman with their children. Adam is also
warned against sin as having disobedience fopdsand death as its result.

All this prepares us to understand the temptatimmmiserable fall of the woman and the man, their
terror, shame, and punishment. Ch. 3. And we arsurprised to see the unfolding of sin in the life
of their descendants, beginning with Cain’s mumfefAbel, and growing until God sweeps all away
in a universal deluge. Chs. 4, 6.

God’s tender love for his foolish, rebellious creas “will not let them go.” At the gates of the
garden from which their sin has forever banisheshthGod already declares his purpose to “bruise”
the head of that serpent, Rom. 16:20, who had trolsin into the world and death by sin,” Gen.
3:15. Through the seed of the woman” — a “Son of‘fred some future day — sinful man can
escape the death he has brought upon himself. viomal $eth, the child “appointed instead of”
murdered Abel, a line of men descends, who belibiepromise of God. Ch. 5. In Enoch we find
them “walking with God,” v. 24, in a fellowship theeemed lost when paradise was lost. In Lamech
we find them hoping with each new generation thed'& curse will at length be removed. V. 29.

And in Noah we find them obedient to the positieenecnand of God, ch. 6:22, as Adam had been
disobedient.

In the Flood, Noah and his family of eight were tmy persons to survive. When they had come
from the ark after the Flood, God gave them a psentlhat he would not again wipe out “all flesh.”
Ch.9: 11. But after it appeared that God’s judgmedratd not made them fear him, God was just as
angry with Noah’s descendants as he had been gtimen before the Flood. Pride led them to
build a tower to be a rallying point for their whig of self. But God showed them that men cannot
long work together with a sinful purpose as theimenon object; he broke up their unity in sin by
confusing their speech, ch. 11, and scattering treen the earth, ch. 10. This second
disappointment had its brighter side in the linenah descended from Noah through Shem, ch.
11:10, who also cherished God’s promises. And disedtroke of the writer’s pen in these earliest
chapters of the Bible introduces the reader tddha@ly of Terah in that line of Shem, and thus
prepares the way for a closer acquaintance withfTsrson, Abraham, “the friend of God.”

Questions on Chapter 1

About how large is the world of the Old Testamemg where does it lie?
What special importance has Palestine because pbdition?

How much of the story in Genesis is told beforeane carried to Palestine?

P wbh e

Locate on a map the scene of those earliest euehtsman history.



5. Show how the first two chapters of Genesis preparéhe tragedy of sin and death that follows.
6. How does the brighter side of hope and faith apfrean Adam to Noah?
7. What effect did the Flood have on men’s sin and tiagth in God?

8. Trace the descent of the man God chose to becdmddther of the faithful”.

Chapter 2: The Patriarchs
Genesis, Chapters 12 to 50

God’s purpose to save and bless all mankind wae twarried out in a wonderful way. He selected
and “called” one man to become the head and ancektosingle nation. And in this man and the
nation descended from him, God purposed to blessvtiole world.

Abraham was that man, and Israel was that natiod. @ade known his purpose in what the Bible
calls the Promise, Gal. 3:17, the Blessing, v.I4he Covenant, v.17. Its terms are given manysime
over in the book of Genesis, but the essencel@&sitalready in the first word of God to Abraham,
Gen. 12 :3, “In thee shall all the families of #rth be blessed.”

To believe this promise was a work of faith. It veaminst all appearances and all probability. Yet
this was just where the religious value of thatnpise lay for Abraham and for his children after him
— in faith. They had to believe something on thei®aolely of their confidence in the One who had
promised it. Or rather, they had to believe in thatson, the personal Jehovah, their God. They must
absolutely trust him. To do so, they must “know fiidind that they might know him, he must reveal
himself to them. That is why we read all througm&ss of God’s “appearing” or “speaking” to this
or the other patriarch. However he accomplishe@atgl was always trying thus to make them better
acquainted with himself; for such knowledge wabdahe basis of their faith. Upon faith in him
depended their faith in his word, and upon faithisword depended their power to keep alive in the
world that true religion which was destined formkn and which we today share. Abraham’s God is
our God.

Not Abraham’s great wealth in servants, Gen. 14aidl, in flocks and herds, ch. 13:2, 6, but the
promise of God to bless, constituted the true Hpight” in Abraham’s family. Ishmael, the child of
doubt, missed it; and Isaac, the child of faithtanied it. Gal. 4:23. Esau “despised” it, because h
was “a profane [irreligious] person,” Heb. 12:16dalacob schemed to obtain it by purchase, Gen.
25:31, and by fraud, ch. 27:19. Jacob bequeathecdhits sons, ch. 49, and Moses delivered it in
memorable poetic form to the nation to retain agtiearse forever. Deut., ch. 32.

When Abraham, the son of Terah, entered CanaanSeaitah his wife and Lot his nephew and their
great company of servants and followers, he waginbeghe command of his God. He no sooner
enters it than God gives him a promise that bingthis land with him and his descendants. Gen.
13:14-17. Yet we must not suppose that Abrahantesedtown in this Promised Land in the way that
the Pilgrim Fathers settled in the Old Colony. Alligh Canaan is promised to the “seed” of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as a possession, thepdidemselves obtain a foothold in it. Apart

from the field of the cave Machpelah, at Hebrotthi@ south, Gen., ch. 23, and a “shoulder”
(shechembpr fragment of land near Shechem (“Jacob’s Weiltithe center of Canaan, the patriarchs
did not acquire a foot of the soil of what was exbme “the Holy Land.” Abraham wandered about,
even going down to Egypt and back. Isaac was somestat Hebron and sometimes at Beer-sheba on



the extreme southern verge of the land. Jacob specih of his manhood in Mesopotamia, and of his
old age in Egypt. For after divine Providence iremarkable manner had transplanted one of
Jacob’s sons, Joseph, into new soil, Gen., chhi8%ather and his brothers were drawn after him,
with the way for their long Egyptian residence pdantially prepared for them, Gen. 50:20.

Side by side with the growth of a nation out ofiredividual we find God’s choice of the direction
which that growth should take. Not all, even of &team’s family, were to become part of the future
people of God. So Lot, Abraham’s nephew, sepafab@s him, and thereafter he and his
descendants, the Ammonites and the Moabites, godive way. As between Abraham’s sons,
Ishmael is cast out, and Isaac, Sarah’s son, ésteel. And between Isaac’s two sons, Esau and
Jacob, the choice falls on Jacob. All twelve ofolés sons are included in the purpose of God, and f
this reason the nation is called after Jacob, thausgally under his name “Israel,” which Godgave
him after his experience of wrestling with “theahgkthe Lord” at the river Jabbok. Gen. 3 2:22.
Those sons of his are to become the heads of theefonation of the “twelve tribes”, Acts 26:7.

Even while Lot, Ishmael, and Esau are thus beingffuthe greatest care is taken to keep the aésce
of the future nation pure to the blood of Terahdsi$e. Those three men all married alien wives: Lot
probably a woman of Sodom, Ishmael an Egyptian,Esal two Hittite women. The mother of
Isaac was Sarah, the mother of Jacob was Rebekdhha mothers of eight of the twelve sons of
Jacob were Leah and Rachel; and all these womendped to that same house of Terah to which
their husbands belonged. Indeed, much of Genetakén up with the explanation of how Isaac and
Jacob were kept from intermarrying with the people®ng whom they lived.

The last quarter of the book, which is occupiediite story of Joseph and his brethren, is designed
to link these “fathers” and their God with the Garttl people of Moses. The same Jehovah who had
once shown his power over Pharaoh for the proteafoAbraham and Sarah, and who was later to
show his power over another Pharaoh “who knew as¢gh,” showed his power also over the
Pharaoh of Joseph’s day, in exalting Joseph frardtingeon to the post of highest honor and
authority in Egypt, and in delivering Jacob andwisle family from death through Joseph’s
interposition. What their long residence in Egymant for God’s people will be seen in another
lesson.

Questions on Chapter 2.

1. In what promise does God reveal to Abraham his tdress the world?

2. How was Abraham brought to believe in God’s promigéhat difference did it make whether he
and his descendants believed it or not?

3. Did the patriarchs see that part of the promisglied which gave them possession of “the Holy
Land”? Read carefully Gen. 15:13-16 and Heb. 1109,14-16.

4. Make a “family tree” in the usual way, showing teagescendants of Terah who play any large
part in the book of Genesis. Underscore in it thmes of those men who were in the direct line of
“the Promise.”

5. How were Isaac and Jacob kept from marrying outider own family?

6. Explain Joseph’s words, “Ye meant evil against mé;God meant it for good, to bring to pass,
as it is this day, to save much people alive.” G&#h20.



Chapter 3 : Egyptian Bondage and Deliverance

Exodus, Chapter 1

God says through his prophet Hosea, Hos. 11:1, Wéael was a child, then | loved him, and
called my son out of Egypt.” See also Matt. 2:1Bbeie was a loving, divine purpose in the Egyptian
residence of God’s people. What was it? What delgleriod mean in the career of Israel?

Most obviously, it meant growth. From the “sevesbyls,” Ex. 1:5, that went down into Egypt with
Jacob, there sprang up there a populous folk, langeigh to take its place alongside the other
nations of the world of that day. Observe the retfrthe land where this growth took place. Egypt
was a settled country, where the twelve develofihgs could be united geographically and socially
in a way impossible in a country like Palestinewdger oppressed they were, they nevertheless
were secluded from the dangers of raids from witlama of civil strife within — just such dangers as
later almost wrecked the substantial edifice slogrgcted by this period of growth in Egypt.

Egypt meant also for Israel a time of waiting. #lis growth was not accomplished in a short tirhe. |
lasted four hundred and thirty years. Ex. 12:40,#irough this long period, which seems like a
dark tunnel between the brightness of the patr&ricmes and that of Moses’ day, there was nothing
for God’s people to do but to wait. They were tlegr$rof God’s promise, but they must wait for the
fulfillment of that promise in God’s own time, wddr a leader raised up by God, wait for the hour
of national destiny to strike. As Hosea, ch 11:firesses it, this “child” must wait for his Father’s
“call.” The Egyptian period left an indelible im@®on on the mind of Israel. It formed the
graybackground on which God could lay the colorkisfgreat deliverance. It is because God knew
and planned this that he so often introduces himsdlis people, when he speaks to them, as
“Jehovah thyGod. who brought thee out of the lainBgypt, out of the house of bondage.”

In the third place, this Egyptian period meantl&yael a time of chastisement. The oppression to
which the descendants of Jacob were exposed, wihere“arose a new king over Egypt, who knew
not Joseph,” Ex. 1:8, was so severe, prolongedhapdless, v. 14, that it has become proverbial
and typical. Since every male child was to be putdath, v. 22, it is clear that the purpose of the
Egyptians was nothing less than complete extermoimatlt is good for a man that he bear theyoke in
his youth”: if that be true, then tbkildren oflIsrael derived good from the school of discipline i
which they grew up. True, as we read their laterystwe feel that no people could be more fickle.
Yet there is no other nation with which to compksrael. And it is very probable that no other
nation would have been serious-minded enough evegceive and grasp the divine revelation and
leading of Moses’ and Joshua’s time. God, who tsah the affliction of his people,” who had
“heard their cry” and sent Moses to them to organieir deliverance, wrote forever on this nation’s
soul the message of salvation in a historical r@cAt the start of their national life there stabe
story, which they could never deny or forget, aridoh told them of God’s power and grace.

Exodus, Chapters 5 to 15

All this lay in Israel’'s experience in Egypt. Thextlesson will tell of the character and work o th
manwhom God chose to be leader. The means by Whisles succeeded in the seemingly

impossible task of marching a great horde of slagdrom their masters’ country, was the
impression of God’s power on the minds of Pharawhlas people. It was a continued, combined,
and cumulative impression. Of course it could retiade without the use of supernatural means. We



must not, therefore, be surprised to find the storgxodus bristling with miracles. To be sure, the
“plagues” can be shown to be largely natural to fdvad where they occurred. And the supreme event
of the deliverance, the passage of Israel throbhglRed Sea on dry ground, was due, according to
the narrative itself, to a persistent wind, Ex.2ll4:such as often lays bare the shallows of a daly,

to release the waters again when its force is spent

Nevertheless, it is not possible to remove the ofiisod” from the account by thus pointing out
some of the means God used to accomplish his dpgrofaoses. It was at the time, in the way, and
in the order, in which Moses announced to Pharhelatrival of the plagues, that they actually
appeared. This was what had its ultimate effedherking’s stubborn will. And when Israel was

told to “go forward,” with the waters right befoiteem, and when the Egyptians were saying, “They
are entangled in the land, the wilderness hathtblemt in,” Ex. 14:3 — it was just at that juncture
that the east wind did its work at God’s commanbew Israel was over safely, it went down. Such
things do not “happen.” It made a profound impressin Israel, on Egypt, and on all the nations of
that day; all united in accepting it as the worksvael's God. Ex. 15:11, 14-16; Josh. 2:10.

The important point for the nation was to know, wivoses and Aaron came to them in the name of
God, that it was their fathers’ God who had seatthOn account of this need, which both the
people and their leaders felt, God proclaimed hisyd name, Jehovah (more precisefghweh,
probably meaning “He is,” Ex. 3:14,15), to Moseasd d#ade him pronounce the same to Israel, to
assurethem that he was “the God of Abraham, ot|saadof Jacob,” and thus what Moses came now
to do for them was just what had been promisetidsd fathers long before. The passover night was
the fulfillment of God’s good word to Abraham. Ex3:10, 11. How that word went on and on
toward more and more complete fulfillment will beetsubject of the succeeding lessons.

Questions on Chapter 3

1.What advantages had Egypt over Palestine addbe for Israel to grow from a family into a
nation?

2.What value was there for Israel in a negativeetohwaiting at the beginning of its history?

3.Compare the effect on Israel with the effect anam, of passing through a time of difficulty while
developing.

4.Name the ten “plagues of Egypt” in their ordeowHfar can they be called “natural”?

5.If the east wind drove back the Red Sea, whatid have to do with Israel’s escape from the
Egyptian army?

6.Why should we not be surprised to find many mésigrouped at this stage of Bible history?

7.How did God identify himself in the minds of thegpde with the God of their fathers? What was
his personal name?

Chapter 4 : Moses as Leader and Lawgiver
Exodus, Chapters 2 to 4

One of the things Israel had to wait for througbsecenturies in Egypt was a leader. When the time
cameGod raised up such a leader for his peopleoses!



The story of how Moses’ life was preserved in itfgrand of how he came to be brought up at the
court of Pharaoh with all its advantages for cfus one of the most fascinating tales of childhoo
Ex. 2:1-10. But not many who know this familiargadould go on with the biography of the man of
forty who fled from Pharaoh’s vengeance. Moses tbloy personal contact with his “brethren,” the
children of Israel, that they were not yet readydommon action, and would not easily
acknowledge his right to lead them. After killing Bgyptian slave driver there was nothing for
Moses to do but to flee. Vs. 11-15.

He spent the second forty years of his life, AcB3730; Ex. 7:7, in the deserts about the eastenn a
of the Red Sea — the region known to the Hebrewdidsn. There he married the daughter of the
Midianite priest Reuel. (Jethro was probably Resigtle, meaning “his excellency.”) While herding
his sheep in the mountains called Horeb (Sinai)sd&areceived at the burning bush that personal
revelationof the God of his fathers, which laytet base of all his future labors for God and his
people. Ex. 3:1 to 4:17. It was a commission ta lszael out of their bondage in Egypt into thedan
promised to their fathers.

Though very humble as to his fitness for such lestdp, Moses was assured of Jehovah’s presence
and help. He was equipped with extraordinary pov@rsonvincing the proud Pharaoh that his
demands were God’s demands; andhe was given tlué lisl brother Aaron, who had a readiness of
speech which Moses at this time seems to havedacke

Exodus, Chapters 16 to 24

How the two brothers achieved the seemingly imgidegsask of winning out of Egypt, and of
uniting a spiritless and unorganized mass of slaypes a desperate enterprise, is the narrative that
fills the early chapters of Exodus. But with Israaefe

across the Red Sea Moses’ leadership had only bétgumstituted an organization of the people for
‘relieving himself of his heavy duties as judge. ttgermined the line of march, and sustained the
spirits of the fighting men in their struggle agstithe tribes of the desert who challenged Israel’s
passage.

But, above all, Moses became the “mediator” of“tmvenant,” Heb 9:19-21, between the Hebrews
and Jehovah their God at Mount Sinai. On the bafsise Ten Commandments, Ex. 20:2-17; Deut
5:6-21, that guide to God’s nature and will whiohnhed the Hebrew constitution, the people agreed
to worship and obey Jehovah alone, and Jehovahigedrnto be their God, fulfilling to them his
promises made to their fathers. By solemn sacsfiaecording to the custom of the time, when the
symbolism of altar and priesthood was well underdidhis covenant was sealed.

Exodus, Chapter 25 to Numbers, Chapter 36

After long seclusion on the mount alone with Goahsels ordered the erection of a house of worship.
Ithad to be portable, so as to accompany themeimntanderings and express visibly, wherever set up,
the religious unity of the twelve tribes. Aaron dnd sons were consecrated to be the official
priesthood of this new shrine and were clothediasttucted accordingly. Minute details regulated
all sacrifices, and similar minute instructions leled the priests to decide questions of ceremonial
cleanness and uncleanness in matters of food althhe



All these laws and regulations, mainly recordedeniticus, were given through Moses, either alone
orin association with his brother. It is not susprg to learn that there were those who challengisd
exclusive leadership in every department of thenat life. We read of a willful disregard of di\an
orders even in the family of Aaron, with immediéal results. Lev. 10:1-7. Like punishment
overtook those members of the tribe of Levi whovebd jealousy of the house of Aaron and those
elements in other tribes that claimed rights eguauperior to those of Moses. Num., chs. 16, 17. |
would be strange indeed, if God who had vindicdtisdservant Moses against Pharaoh, should let
his own authority as represented by Moses be algdig within the camp of Israel. He punished to
save.

Just as God took up the Sabbath and circumcisidm;ustoms of the preceeding era, into the law of
Israel, so also he spoke to this people througélaorate system of feasts and pilgrimages, which
bound up their whole year with the worship of Gbatleed, the principle of the seventh part of time
as sacred was extended to the seventh year, andcetiee fiftieth year (the year following the
seventh seven), for beneficent social and econos®s. Lev., ch. 25.

When at length the nation, thus organized and geuaipset forth from Sinai, Num. 10:11, they
required a leadership of a different kind — milyjtdeadership and practical statesmanship. They
found both in Moses. He it was who led them throatilthe long wanderings in the peninsula of
Sinai, bearing their murmurings and meeting theaurrent difficulties with a patience that seems
almost divine, save for that one lapse which waso&i him and Aaron their entrance into the
Promised Land. Num. 20: 10-12.

At the border of the land, from the top of Pisgahhe long mountain wall of Moab, Moses at last
looked down into that deep gorge of the Jordaneyadit his feet, which separated him from the hills
of Canaan. Beyond this river and the Dead Sea,vihioh it empties, lay the land long ago promised
to the seed of Abraham. Moses had been permittezhtbthe people to its very gateway; but it
remained for another, his younger helper, Joslulead them through the gate into the house of
rest.

The Book of Deuteronomy

But before he surrendered his power to anothehastife to his Maker, the aged Moses rehearsed in
the ears of Israel the great principles of Godvg. lele pleaded earnestly with them to accept it from
the heart, to adapt it to the changed conditiorth@f new settled life with its new temptationada

to hand it down as their most precious heritagbéa children after them. This is the purpose and
substance of the book of Deuteronomy, which gstaaime from the fact that it is a “second
lawgiving.” It is the Law of Sinai repeated, butamatorical form, charged with the feeling and gpir
of that “man of God,” whose name is forever linkeith the Law and with the God who gave it to
mankind.

Questions on Chapter 4.

1.How did Moses’ forty years in Egypt and his foysars in Midian help to prepare him for
leadership?
2.What was the constitution of the new Hebrew S¢atablished at Sinai? How was it ratified?

3.How was the tabernacle suited to the religiowedsef Israel during Moses’ lifetime?



4.Show how the Law of Moses takes up the old ppiecdf the Sabbath and applies it to the life of
Israel.

5.Where did Moses’ leadership end, and what wataktsservice to the nation?

Chapter 5 : The Conquest and Settlement of Canaan

The Book of Joshua

On the death of Aaron his son, Eleazar, succeedea$ high priest. But when Moses died, it was not
a son who succeeded him in the political and mieadership of Israel, for that position was not
hereditary. Joshua, a man of Ephraim, was dividelignated for this work. He was fitted for the
difficult undertaking by military experience, ExX7:B-14, by personal acquaintance with Canaan,
Num. 13:8, 16; 14:6, 30, 38, and by long ‘and iimmassociation with Moses, Ex 33:11; Num.
11:28; Deut. 34:9; Josh. 1:1. The book of Joshumchvrecords his career, divides naturally into
two parts, first, the conquest, chs. | to 12, aaxbsd, the settlement, chs. 13 to 22. Two further
chapters, chs. 23,24, contain Joshua’s valedi@ddyess.

Before Moses’ death two and a half tribes had dlygaceived their assignment of territory on the
east of the Jordan, out of lands conquered fronAtherite kings, Sihon and Og. But the fighting
men of these tribes agreed to accompany the atbestand share their struggle till all had obtdine
an inheritance. So when the great host passedtlo@elordan, not far from where it empties into the
Dead Sea, the men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseednogh the rest. Jehovah, who at the Red Sea
a generation earlier had struck terror into thatseat all nations by his wonderful interpositian t

save Israel and destroy its enemies, repeatedhiesaving help, by stemming the swift current of
the Jordan River, till all had passed over dry steoithe western side.

Once over, they found themselves face to face yétitho, a city which commanded the passes into
the mountain country beyond. Spies previously desea to learn the weakness of Jericho had
reported the panic of its inhabitants and so prepéne Hebrews to believe God’s word, when
through Joshua he announced a bloodless victogydtehe beginning of their conquest. Without a
blow struck Jericho fell, and all its inhabitantere “devoted,” at Jehovah’s strict command. Even
their wealth was to be “devoted,” that is, the leattain and the goods added to the treasury of the
sanctuary. Only Rahab, who had saved the spiehemi@amily were excepted. One man, Achan,
disobeyed the ban on private spoils. His covetossaad deception, revealed by Israel’s defeat in
the expedition against Ai which followed the faflXericho, and detected by the use of the sacted lo
was punished by the execution of all who were ptovihe crime.

Better success attended the second attempt tAiakéith these two cities reduced, Jericho at the
bottom and Ai at the top of the valley leading umnt the Jordan floor to the central highland,
Joshuawas in a position to attack anywhere witfeart of being outflanked. Middle, south, and north
was the order commended by military consideratidwesordingly those cities which, because in the
middle of the land, felt themselves the most imrady threatened,, took the first steps to avert th
menace. A group of five towns lying just north efusalem, with Gibeon at their head, succeeded
by a ruse in getting a treaty of peace from Joshha.Gibeonites deceived Joshua by representing
themselves as having come from a great distaneekasn alliance. Joshua’s pride was flattered and
he fell a victim to the trick. The consequencesensarious, for these Canaanites, though reduced to
vassalage, remained as aliens in the heart ofititg ind cut off the southern from the northern
tribes of Israel.



A confederacy of the chief cities in the regiontboof Gibeon, headed by the king of Jerusalem,
determined to strike the first blow. But their caaigm against the Gibeonites, now the allies of
Israel, ended in a quick advance by Joshua anconiplete subjugation of all these cities, the

humiliation and death of their kings, and the “diwma’ of the inhabitants who fell into his hands.

A similar campaign followed in the north, with thigy of Hazor at the head of the Canaanite forces.
At the “waters of Merom,” a small lake a few milesrth of the Sea of Galilee, a surprise attack by
Joshua deprived his enemies of their advantagersemen and chariots on the level ground they had
selected for battle, and resulted in the utter cduhe Canaanites and the general slaughter af/eve
soul that did not escape by flight from the “ded3twns.

Thus from Mount Hermon on the north to the wildesef the wandering on the south, the
wholeland had been swept over and reduced to impetky the Hebrew invader. It was time to
apportion it now to the several tribes. This wasoaeplished under the direction of Joshua and
Eleazar. Judah and Joseph, the two strongest ti@e assigned, the one to the south and the other
to the north of the main mountain mass. Levi’s nitaace was to be “the Lord,” that is, the religsou
tithes, and his dwelling was to be “among his ek’ that is, in designated towns throughout all
the land. A commission of three representativesifeach of the seven other western tribes divided
the rest of the conquered territory into severnyagual parts. These then were assigned to thensev
tribes by lot at the tabernacle at Shiloh. As far eastern tribes, when they returned across the
Jordan, they built an altar at the ford, as a peena“witness” to the unity of all the sons of Jaco
however the deep gorge of the Jordan might cut tbkrinom one another.

At Shechem, where Abraham built his first altaCianaan, Joshua had renewed the covenant
between the people and their God as soon as hsdtaded control of Mount Ephraim, the middle
highlands. Hehad not only read the Law of Mosedlltthe people here, he also inscribed it on stones
for the sake of permanence and publicity. And netwen the conquest was complete and Joshua
was nearing his

end, he reassembled the people at the same spetniiod them of that solemn covenant, and to
leave with them his final charge of fidelity to th&od and his one central sanctuary.

Questions on Chapter 5.

1. How was Joshua specially fitted to succeed Mosésaater of Israel?

2. Which tribes received their inheritance east oftbedan? How did these show their sense of the
unity of all Israel (a) at the beginning, and (b}jre close of the conquest?

3. What justification can be urged for the stern measwhich Israel took with the Canaanites and
their possessions?

4. What was the plan of Joshua’s campaign, and whetiae did the capture of Jericho and Ai
bear to it?

5. How did the men of Gibeon deceive Joshua, and Wiilg&t lasting damage was caused by his
treaty with them?

6. Locate on a map the inheritance of each of thesrib



Chapter 6 : The Period of the Judges

The Books of Judges and Ruth

In Egypt, Israel had grown from a family into akioln the wilderness the folk had become a natiion.
the conquest the nation had gotten its borne. Btite period of the Judges which followed the
conguest this steady advance seemed interruptedt &dhwve find at this time?

We find a loose confederacy of tribes, aware of th@mmon origin, yet too jealous of local names
and rights to combine for a common end, too selisshelp one another until the danger of one has
become a tragedy for all.

The nature of the land the Hebrews had occupigokekethis divisive tendency. The great gash of the
Jordan Valley, its bed two or three thousand feédw the mountain country on either side, cut off
the eastern minority from the western majoritytHa west a plain separated the foothills of the
central range from the seashore. This plain not oahtained enemies like the Philistines whom
only a united Israel could have conquered, but @isokly altered the type of its Hebrew settlers.
Right across the mountain belt from the sea taltdrdan stretched an almost unbroken plain
(Esdraelon), varying from sea level to the loweeleof the Jordan. This cut off the mountaineers to
the north (Galilee) from those to the south (EpthdaiAnd a glance at any physical map will show
how even in the mountain country deep, lateraleyallreach up from either side so far toward the
center that communication from north to south i/ dny a series of violent grades, save along that
narrow ridge in the middle where runs the highrbativeen Hebron, Jerusalem, Shechem, and
Jezreel.

Under these conditions only some strong positived@ould prevent the disintegration of the Hebrew
nation. Such a force the religion of Jehovah wésnided to be, and would have been, if the people
had remained faithful to it. It had one high priesscendant of Aaron, and associated therefore wit
all the memories of Moses and Sinai. It had a sisginctuary, the seat of Ark and oracle, the center
of pilgrimage three times a year. It had one lawaibHebrews, a law far superior to the codeslof a
other nations, and revealing the nature and widl singlemoral and spiritual deity. All this progi

the focusfor a mighty nation, with a pure “theograthat is, a government by God himself. But the
people did not remain faithful. They fell away mg time of the Judges.

The Book of Judges, which tells the story of thesipd, records a long list of names, each one
connected with some particular enemy of Israel,estnibe or group of tribes delivered, and some
definite of years during which the deliverer “judne people. On this list the most conspicuous
namesare those of Deborah and of Gideon in thé nofidephthah east of the Jordan (Gilead), and of
Samsonin the south. Most of the other judges #te hore than names to us. Deborah stands out,
not only because she was a woman, but also fowbederful “song” preserved in the fifth chapter,
celebrating Barak’s victory over the Canaanites aunt Carmel. Gideon is memorable for his
strategems and his persistence, and for his ngaoagph to a real kingship, which was offered to
him and his house after his victory, but which leelthed, saying, “Jehovah shall rule over you. Ch.
8:23. His son Abimelech was actually termed kirenih around the city of Shechem for a few years,
butperished his sins. Ch. 9:6, 56. Jephthah’s cavasmainly concerned with the region east of the



Jordan, but his admirable “apology” for Israel sleovhis sense of Hebrew solidarity. Samson’s
picturesque story, with its petty loves and haitssjddles and its practical jokes, ended in the
sacrificial death which in part redeems its meaanBsit neither Samson nor any of his predecessors
accomplished anything permanent.

Two words of caution belong to the study of thi®kand of these times. First, we must not suppose
that one judge necessarily follows another in pofrttme because his story follows the other’systor
in the book. Judges 10:7 shows that oppressiodgfefent sections of the land by different enemies
might be taking place at the same time, and sutigeshe figures assigned to each judge at the clos
ofhis story cannot safely be added together tothedotal length of this period. And second, those
figuresthemselves (nearly always forty or eighty to be taken as “round numbers,” rather than as
precise data such as we look for today to makea daile of chronology. In the same way the four
hundred and eighty years of | Kings 6:1 is evidemttended astwelve times forty years, to represent
the whole time from the Exodus to Solomon. For wivenhave subtracted from the beginning of it
one forty-year term for the wanderings, and fromehnd of it three forty-year terms for Eli, | Sam.
4:18, Saul, Acts 13:2 1, and David, | Kings 2:1fert we have left eight forty-year terms for the
Judges. Eight times forty is three hundred and tyeérhose three hundred and twenty years would
then correspond with the three hundred years meediby Jephthah in Judges 11:26 as dividing
Moses’ days from his own. Under these circumstameeare wise to wait for further light from
archaeology before fixing the precise date of amg of these interesting persons.

There are three additions or appendices to the Bbdkdges. The first of them, including chs. 17,
18, tells how the Danites came to live in the axgenorth, and the origin of the idolatrous sangtuar
at that city of Dan which was reckoned as the morthimit of Canaan— “from Dan to Beer-sheba.”
The second occupies the three remaining chaptelsdafes, and records the civil war between
Benjamin and the other tribes on account of “tlmeagiGibeah,” Hos. 10:9. And the third appendix is
the story of Ruth the Moabitess which now makespmagte book in the Bible. Besides its inherent
charm the story claims special notice becausesdigfit it throws on that Bethlehem family which
was soon to furnish the nation its great king, Mavi

Questions on Chapter 6.
1.What influences made for the loss of Hebrew ua#fysoon as Joshua’s generation was dead?
2.What forces remained to bind the tribes togetNény did not these forces suffice?

3.How were the persons selected who ruled Israglignperiod? Were they “judges” in the same
sense as our judges today? What besides?

4.What three groups of tribes tended to draw tagatihder common leaders? Tell the exploits of
one distinguished judge belonging to each of tlggeaps.

5.With what reserve should we use the figuresimtlbok to construct a chronology of the period?

6.Point out the relation of the book of Ruth to thasing portion of the Book of Judges. What
lends Ruth peculiar historical interest?

Chapter 7 : Samuel and Saul: Prophecy and Monarchy



The First Book of Samuel

Sometimes Eli and sometimes Samuel are callecatitef the Judges. But neither of these was a
judge in the same exclusive sense as Gideon ordsaras was the high priest, but exercised the
office of judge for his time. Samuel was a prophéto also “judged Israel” in the interval between
Eli's death and Saul’'s accession. Both men markithe of transition between the period of the
Judges and the monarchy. And the two names areatosstly linked, for it was under Eli’s
instruction, at the sanctuary in Shiloh, that Sanguew up.

The story of Hannah and her dedication of heelistbn to God as a “Nazirite,” | Sam. 1:11; compare
Num. 6:1-8, to dwell all his life at the house addzl Sam. 1:28, has a peculiar charm for young and
old.It gives a picture of personal piety in a ra@dge, and thus serves to correct our idea of thestim
Beginning at a very early age, | Sam. 3:1 to 4dm6Bel became the chosen and recognized
mouthpiece of Israel's God.

That is the essential meaning of a prophet — one sgeaks for God. Exodus 4:16 is instructive, for
it shows that as Aaron was to be “a mouth” to Mpsdsle Moses was “as God” to Aaron, so the
prophet was God’s mouthpiece or spokesman. Of ecaifgrophet was often a person who also
spoke before — one, that is, who predicted whatikhoome to pass. And the fact that his words
were actually fulfilled became a proof of his diginommission, both in theory, Deut. 18:22, and in
practice, Isa. 44:26. But the bulk of the prophets'ssages were, like those of Samuel, addressed to
their own time. They were preachers of righteousnesrners against sin, the nation’s conscience,
and the Lord’s remembrancers.

It is the chief glory of Samuel that he was notydinist in the long line of the Hebrew prophets —
the most remarkable succession of men the worleetasseen — but also the founder of the
prophetic order. By the prophetic order we meanptiogphets as a group conscious of their
solidarity, the identity of their principles andraiSamuel gathered about his dominating personality
those persons who were sympathetic with him intsgind who shared with him some of that power
of testimony which “the word of Jehovah” conferr@they seem to have lived together, | Sam. 19:20,
in communities similar to those two centuries lateder Elijah and Elisha. They used musical
instruments in their devotions, which were pubBoagell as private. Ch. 10:5. They were the center o
patriotic zeal as well as of religious effort. brcf, the belief in Israel’'s God was so evidently th

bond that bound Israel together, that for the comman patriotism and religion were in danger of
being regarded as one and the same. thing.

It is not surprising, therefore, that out of Sanwiéme and from the forces which Samuel set in
motion, there came two movements which changeddhbese of the nation’s history: an outward
movement for independence, and an inward movensemhdnarchy. A revival of religion couldnot
fail to rouse the subjected Hebrews against thgaressors, the Philistines. The reverses they
suffered in battle against their better armed agiteb led enemies put it into their minds to setwup
king, “like all the nations.”

Samuel, as the national leader, was God’s ages#lecting, consecrating, and establishing the first
king. He chose Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, aarafheroic proportions though of modest
demeanor. Ch. 9:2, 21. His choice met the popuypraval, at first with general and outward
acquiescence, thoughwith much inward reserve atididual revolt; but after his first successful
campaign with universal loyalty. Ch. 10: 27; 11:12



That first military effort of the new monarch wagaanst the Ammonites. But a greater test remained
in the menace of the Philistines, whose garrisérs¢rategic points in the mountains of Israel sdrve
to keep the tribes in check. Under those circunt&sitsaul was cautious, for he had but a small
force, inadequately armed, at his disposal. Buirtimtive, for which all Israel waited, was takbwg
Saul’'s son, Jonathan. Unknown to his father, J@mtaccompanied only by his armor-bearer, but
encouraged by an indication of God’s will and by é&memy’s slackness, ch. 14:12, attacked boldly a
Philistine garrison that relied too much on theuratstrength of its position. He began in this vaay
panic in the enemy’s ranks, and soon drew afterihipursuit of them not only Saul’s small army
but multitudes of Hebrews who in their hiding pla@nly waited such a signal to fall upon the hated
oppressor. The victory of Michmash was overwhelmthg mountain country was cleared of the
Philistines, and an independent people began toyehg reign of their first king.

Unhappily Saul did not prove himself so well equeddor the in character and disposition as in
personal prowess. Jealousy, natural in a king whi@sm to authority was so new and weak, was
heightened in Saul by a malady that induced fitsudfenness and rage. His humility and modesty of
other days gave place to envy, vanity, cruelty.re@®d’s express commands through the same
prophet whose divine commission Saul’s claim tottlhene rested were not heeded, for Samuel had
to rebuke him for disobedience and only refrairmeanf publicly rejecting him at Saul’s abject
entreaty. Ch. 15:30.

Room was found in Saul’s heart for jealousy of ppularity and success of David, ch. 18:8, the
young man of Bethlehem in Judah whom at first het lbaed and attached to his person, ch. 16:21.
Jonathan, though heir to his father’s throne andrawhat David had been designated as Jehovah's
choice for king, ch. 20:15, 31, had nothing bueaffon for David his friend. But Saul pursued
David openly, after failing in repeated secretmafiés to make away with him. And the close of
Saul’s life is marred by his vindictive pursuitkas rival, till death in battle with the Philistinet

Mount Gilboa brought the first king of Israel toraserable end and left the way open for David to
become his successor.

Questions on Chapter 7.

1. Who shares with Samuel the leadership of Isratile time of transition from the judges to
the kings, and what relation did he bear to Samuel?

2. What was a prophet, what is meant by the propbeder, and what is Samuel’'s particular
service and distinction among the prophets?

3. What motive led to the popular demand for a kangd how did Samuel as God’s

representative regard this demand?

Sketch the character of Saul. What was his aehment for Israel? Wherein did he fail?

Compare Saul and Jonathan in ability and charact

ok

Chapter 8: David and Solomon: Psalms and Wisdom

The Second Book of Samuel; | Kings, Chapters 1 talll Chronicles, Chapter10 to Il
Chronicles, Chapter 9

One of Saul's sons, Ish-bosheth, for a short tifter she death of his father and brothers in battle
attempted to maintain his right to succeed Sauherthrone. But when Abner, his kinsman and the



head of the army, turned to David, son of Jesse,wads already reigning at Hebron as king over
Judah, all the tribes followed him. Both Ish-bo$hahd Abner soon perished.

With his new dignity David promptly acquired a neapital, better suited than Hebron in location
and strength to be the nation’s center. He capttivedortress of Jebus, five miles north of
Bethlehem, his old home, from its Canaanitish deéées, and enlarged, strengthened, and beautified
it. Under its ancient name of Jerusalem he mabeth the political and the religious capital of

Israel.

The Ark of the Covenant, which in Eli’'s time hadelnecaptured by the Philistines, had been returned
by them, and for many years had rested in a privatese, was regarded as the very heart and symbol
ofthe national religion. David therefore broughfirist to Jerusalem, and instead of uniting withst
former housing, the old Mosaic tabernacle, he gasgemporary home in a tent, intending to build

a splendid temple when he should have peace. Butevdinued through the days of David, and at
God’s direction the erection of a temple, savectentain preparations, was left to Solomon, David’s
successor.

David was victorious in war. His success showeglfiis the enlargement of Israel’s boundaries, the
complete subjection — for the time — of all alideraents in the land, and the alliance with Hiram,
king of Tyre, with the great building operationsiatnthis alliance made possible. A royal palace
formed the center of a court such as other sovesaigpintained, and David’s court and even his
family were exposed to the same corrupting inflesnas power, wealth, jealousy, and faction have
everywhere introduced. Absalom, his favorite stineqguited his father’s love and trust by
organizing a revolt against him. It failed, but motil it had driven the king, now an old man, into
temporary exile and had let loose civil war upoa fgnd.

Solomon, designated by David to succeed him, digaot the throne without dispute, but the attempt
of Adonijah, another son, to seize the throne thifespite of powerful support. The forty-year eig
of Solomon was the golden age of Hebrew historyhe-age to which all subsequent times looked
back. Rapid growth of commerce, construction,amt literature reflected the inward condition of
peace and the outward ties with other lands oficeltBut with art came idolatry; with construction
came ostentation and oppression; with commerce ¢axaey. The splendor of Jerusalem, wherein
Solomon “made silver . . . to be as stones, andrsed. as sycomore-trees,” | Kings 10:27, comtzin

in itself the seeds of dissolution.

However, there are two great types of literaturéctiiound their characteristic expression in the
days of David and Solomon and are always assocwitbdheir names — the psalm with David,
and the proverb (or, more broadly, “wisdom”) witbl@mon. Kingdom, temple and palace have long
since passed away, but the Psalter and the bodkssaiom are imperishable monuments of the
united monarchy.

The Psalms

The Psalter is a collection of one hundred angddems, of various length, meter, and style. As now
arranged it is divided into five books, but theseevidence that earlier collections and arrangesnent
preceded the present. Among the earliest produgtjadged both by form and by matter, are those
psalms which bear the superscription “of Davidgugh it would not be safe to assert that every
such psalm came from David’s own pen or that natesa labeled- is not of Davidic origin. Judged
alike from the narrative in the book of Samuel, &odn the traditions scattered in other books as



early as Amos, ch. (1:5, as late as Chronicle$rb@. 15:16 to 16:43; ch. 25, David was both a
skilled musician himself and an organizer of musicpublic worship. It is not surprising, therefore

to find a body of religious poems ascribedto hirhjali not only evidence his piety and good tasté, bu
also, though individual in tone, are well-adapted@¢dmmon at the sanctuary.

The psalms are poems. Their poetry is not simply @frsubstance, but also a poetry of form. Rime,
our familiar device, is of course absent, but thendythm, although it is not measured in the same
strict way as in most of our poetry. The most stigland characteristic mark of Hebrew poetic form is
the parallel structure: two companion lines seogether to complete a single thought, as the second
either repeats, supplements, emphasizes, illustratecontrasts with the first.

Proverbs; Job; Ecclesiastes

Poetry is also a term to which the book of Proventd most of the other productions of “Wisdom”
are entitled. While they are chiefly didactic (thatintended for instruction) instead of lyric
(emotional self-expression), nevertheless the Wistlooks are almost entirely written in rhythmic
parallelism and contain much matter unsuited tonamy prose expression. In the Revised Version
the manner of printing shows to the English reader glance what parts are prose and what are
poetry (compare, for example, Job, ch. 2 with &bb,3), though it must be admitted that a hard and
fast line cannot be drawn between them. Compare,Etc 7 with Proverbs.

“The wise,” as a class of public teachers in thigoma(see Jer. 18:18), associated their beginnings
with King Solomon (Prov. 24:23; 25:1), whose wisdmntestified to in the book of Kings, as well as
his speaking of “proverbs,” that is, pithy sayiregsy to remember and teach, mostly of moral import.

| Kings 4:29-34. But the profoundest theme of wisdeas the moral government of God as seen in
his works and ways. The mysteries with which alhpteday as well as in ancient times, must
grapplewhen they seek to harmonize their faithjisaand good God with such undeniable facts as
prosperous sinners and suffering saints, led taviiiteng of such books as Job (the meaning of a
good man’s adversities) and Ecclesiastes (the yaniall that mere experience and observation of
life afford). In the case of these Wisdom booksinahat of the Psalms, the oldest name— that of
the royal founder — is not to be taken as the esteiauthor. Solomon, like David, made the
beginnings; others collected, edited, developed,campleted.

Questions on Chapter 8.
1.In what tribe and town did David first reign aad? How did he secure a new capital when

hebecame king of all Israel? How and why did he enidiks the religious capital also?

2.What advantages and disadvantages did David'snc@h wars, and his imitation of other
kings'courts, bring to him, his family, and his jpés?

3.What was David’s part in the development of ielig poetry? How does Hebrew poetry
differgenerally from English poetryform? Name the books of the Old Testament writtairfty
or wholly in poetry.

4.Who built the first Temple? Who were “the wisa”Israel, whom did they venerate as their royal
patron, and what did they aim to accomplish byrtheitings?



Chapter 9 : The Kingdom of Israel

| Kings, Chapter 12 to Il Kings, Chapter 17

With the death of Solomon came the lasting divigibthe tribes into two kingdoms, a northern and a
southern, known as the Kingdom of Israel and thegklom of Judah. Rehoboam on his accession
announced a policy of repression and even oppressad alienated completely the loyalty of
Ephraim and the other northern tribes, which nettrched to the house of David in the same way
as the tribe of Judah was. Under a man of Ephriduengfore, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who in
earlier years had challenged even Solomon’s thie ten tribes revolted from Rehoboam and
established a separate state.

Rehoboam found himself too weak to prevent thigssion, and he and his descendants of David’s
dynasty had to content themselves with the narrowntaries of Judah. To be sure, in Jerusalem
they possessed the authorized center of publicmmfer the whole nation. It was to offset this
advantage that Jeroboam made Bethel, that spatiatsihin the minds of the people with the
patriarchs themselves, his religious capital. Anfluenced perhaps by the Egyptian example of
steer worship (for he had long lived as a fugitivé&gypt in Solomon’s reign), he made golden steers
and placedthem in the sanctuary at Bethel andaihahDan inthe extreme north. (See close of Chapte
6). To these places and under these visible syndidisute force, Jeroboam summoned his people to
worship Jehovah. It was the old national religion in the degraded form of an image worship
forbidden by the Mosaic Commandments.

A throne thus built on mere expediency could natuea. Jeroboam’s son was murdered after a two
years’ reign. Nor did this usurper succeed in hm@dhe throne for his house any longer than
Jeroboam’s house had lasted. At length Omri, contleraof the army, succeeded in founding a.
dynasty that furnished four kings. Ahab, son of ©mvho held the throne the longest of these four,
is the king with whom we become best acquaintealldhe northern monarchs. This is partly because
of the relations between Ahab and Elijah the prophAbkab’s name is also linked with that of his
gueen, the notorious Jezebel, a princess of Tyme,imtroduced the worship of the Tyrian Baal into
Israel and even persecuted all who adhered toatenal religion.This affiance with Tyre, and the
marriage of Ahab’sdaughter to a prince of Judatyis=l Israel on thenorth and the south, and left
Ahab free to pursue hisfather’s strong policy tavidre peoples to the east, Moab and Syria. Upon
Ahab’s death in battle against Syria, Moab revqlaaa the two sons of Ahab, in spite of help from
the house of David in Jerusalem, were unable test#f the ruin that threatened the house of Omri.
Jehu, supported by the army in which he was a popeader, seized the throne, with the usual
assassination of all akin to theroyal family. Hispiration to revolt had been due to Jehovah'’s
prophets, and his program was the overthrow of Beathip in favor of the old national religion.
Though Jehu thoroughly destroyed the followerseakebel’s foreign gods, he and his sons after him
continued to foster the idolatrous shrines at Beihd Dan, so that the verdict of the sacred writer
upon them is unfavorable: they “departed not frdinthe@ sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, where-
with he made Israel to sin.

Mesha, king of Moab, Il Kings 3:4, lived long endup see his oppressors, the kings of Omri’'s
house, overthrown and the land of Israel reducgretd weakness. (See article “Moabite Stone” in
any Bible dictionary.) Jehu’s son, Jehoahaz, wiadghe deepest humiliation of Israel at the hands
of Syria. But it was not many years after Meshajagiing that affairs took a complete turn. Jehu’s
grandson, Jehoash, spurred by Elisha the propleet @v his deathbed, began the recovery which
attained its zenith in the reign of Jeroboam Iurtbking of Jehu’s line. Though little is told dfi$



reignin the Book of Kings, it is clear that at moé since Solomon’s reign had a king of Israeldule
over so large a territory. It was the last bursglofy before total extinction.

There is a history lying between the reigns of Beamn |, founder of the Northern Kingdom, and of
Jeroboam I, its last prosperous monarch, whichsieascely been referred to in this brief sketch of
its kings. It is the history of Jehovah'’s prophets.

Hosea; Amos; Jonah

Reference has already been made to the rise @irtipdetic order as such, in the time of Samuel.
(Chapter 7.) With each crisis in the affairs of ttegion God raised up some notable messenger with a
word from him to the people or to the ruler. Butadbng the fire of devotion to God and country

was kept alive by humbler, unnamed men, who sug@@isound nucleus of believers even to this
Northern Kingdom with its idolatrous shrines arglusurping princes. | Kings 18:4; 19:18.

The greatest names are those of Elijah and Elishe.earlier struggle to keep Israel true to Jehovah
focuses in these two men, one the worthy succeddbe other. Their time marked perhaps the
lowest ebb of true religion in all the history 0b@&s Kingdom on earth. It is no wonder, therefore,
that such stern, strong men were not only raisetb dight for the God of Moses and Samuel and
David, but also endowed with exceptional powersytok wonders and signs for the encouragement
of the faithful and the confounding of idolatorsdasinners. Such was the purpose of their notable
miracles.

Elijah and Elisha wrote nothing. But in their spimose up Hosea and Amos a century later — men
who have left a record of their prophecies in theks that bear their names. Denunciation of sin,
especially in the higher classes, announcemempénding punishment for that sin, and promise of a
glorious, if distant, future of pardon, peace, anasperity through God’s grace and man’s sincere
repentance — these things form the substance wfdloguent messages. Hosea is noteworthy for
hisstriking parable of a patient husband and &lt&ss wife to illustrate God’s love and Israel’s
infidelity. Amos, himself a herdsman from Judahts®rth todenounce a king and people not his own,
is startling in the suddenness with which he tuhespopular religious ideas against those who harbo
them. See,for example, oh. 3:2, where Amos malessrtiquerelation between Jehovah and Israel the
reason, not for Israel’s safety from Jehovah’s iiras the people thought, but for the absolute
certainty of Israel’s punishment for all its sififiese two prophets, the last of the Northern Kimgdo
had themelancholy duty of predicting the utter dwaw of what the first Jeroboam had set up in
rebellion and sin two centuries before.

Questions on Chapter 9.

1.When, why, and under whose lead did the tengrilseak away from the house of David?
2.0utline the fortunes of the kings of Israel fraferoboam | to Jeroboam II.

3.Who were the outstanding prophets in the Nortikengdom, and what was the substance of
their messages?

Chapter 10 : The Kingdom of Judah, to Hezekiah



| Kings, Chapter 12 to Il Kings, Chapter 17; Il Chronicles, Chapters 10 to 28; Obadiah; Joel,
Micah; Isaiah (in part)

The revolt of Jeroboam and the ten northern triedsiced the dominion ruled by Rehoboam,
grandson of David, to narrow bounds. Before hissli®us reign was over, Judah was still further
humiliated by an invasion under Shishak, a Phacddhe twenty-second dynasty of Egypt, who
despoiled Jerusalem of the treasures which Soldmdramassed. After the death of Rehoboam and
the short reign of his son, Abijam, Judah was rgleccessively by Asa and Jehoshaphat, each
succeeding his father peacefully and each reiglung and, on the whole, prosperously. Another
invasion from the south which

threatened to be as disastrous as that of Shisindler “Zerah the Ethiopian” was repelled by Asa.
Internal reforms, both religious and civil, werargad out by these vigorous rulers.

The natural rivalry and intermittent warfare betwe®rth and south, which had arisen through the
division under Rehoboam, ceased for a time afteosleaphat entered into alliance with King Ahab
and took Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter, as wife for s Joram. The kings of Samaria and Jerusalem
made common cause against Syria and Moab, and@otany success seemed to crown the new
policy. But prophets of Jehovah repeatedly warhedking who sat on David’s throne of the danger
to the true religion from such an alliance with Baarshipers.

It was not long before their warnings were justiftey the facts. Athaliah, Joram’s queen, was the
daughter not only of Ahab but also of Jezebel awnddht with her to Jerusalem the fierce spirit and
heathen habits of her Tyrian mother. King Ahaziehdon lost his life through his close association
with King Jehoram of Israel, his uncle, for Jehudsmaway with both kings at the same time, and with
all the princes of Judah, kinsmen of Ahaziah, onvthe could lay his hands. The old tigress at
Jerusalem, Athaliah, now turned upon her own feasth blood, the children of Ahaziah, and murdered
them all so as to secure the power for herself. @ardson alone, the infant Joash, escaped, sgved b
an aunt who hid him and his nurse from the cruelequmother. Six years later this child was
proclaimed king in the Temple courts by Jehoiada,high priest. Athaliah was slain, and a new era
began in Judah with the destruction of Baal worsimg the repair of Jehovah’s Temple.

Joash was too weak to do more than buy off thedtigria when his army threatened Jerusalem, and
hehimself met his death in a conspiracy. The sateelfefell his son Amaziah, after a reign that
promised well but was wrecked on the king’s ambitio subdue the Northern Kingdom under him.
Uzziah (or Azariah) succeeded to the throne, thdoghalf of his long reign he and his kingdom
seem to have been in a state of vassalage to Jerobpthe powerful ruler of Israel. The latter par

of Uzziah’s reign was more prosperous, in spitéhefking’s pitiable state-for he was stricken with
leprosy and had to live apart. It was on this aotoliat he associated his son Jotham with himself,
and during the sixteen years of Jotham’s reign —stmdwhich was included within the long

nominal reign of Uzziah — the Philistines, Ammositand Arabians were defeated in warfare, while
considerable building both in and out of the cdpitlped to prepare the little kingdom for the
troublous days just ahead.

The mighty kingdom of Assyria, with its capitalMineveh on the Tigris River, was the force which
God used to punish his faithless people. Lying belythe kingdoms of Syria, Israel’s nearest



neighbors on the north, Assyria was not at firfitttebe the menace which in the end it proveddo b
Whenever Assyria was strong, Syria. was weak, Badking in Samaria could breathe freely. But
there came a day when a king of unusual power dscktie throne at Nineveh, Tiglath-pileser (or
Pul, as he was also called, see Il Kings 15:19, 28] the fate of both Syria and Israel was sealed.

Ahaz, the son of Jotham who had just died, sawigAssyrian the means of delivering Judah out of
the hands of Pekah, king of Israel, and Rezin, kih§yria, who had joined forces to capture
Jerusalem and put a king of their own on the th@i2avid. By a great present Ahaz bought the
support of Tiglath-pileser, who sent an army taektJudah’s foes. Syria was devastated, the
inhabitants were carried away captive from alléhstern and northern parts of Israel (Gilead and
Galilee), Phoenicia and Philistia were overrun, Ahdz, among other kings, went to Damascus in
person to do homage to this irresistible conqueror.

In the Northern Kingdom, reduced now to little mdinan the central highlands of Ephraim and
Manasseh, Hoshea, a protégé of the Assyrian kaigned for a few years. But he and his foolish
advisers, unable to read the signs of the timedkdd to Egypt for help and revolted. This time the
end had come. Shalmaneser, now on the Assyrianghoame against Samaria, and after a siege
lasting almost three years, took and destroyekhiéwhole population was carried away, after the
drastic policy of deportation practiced by Assyaad an alien population was introduced to take
their places. Thus ended the Northern Kingdom aét&ting a little over two centuries. And thus
began that strangemixed people, known as the Samsrivho settled in the central part of the Holy
Land.

The effect of Israel’s doom upon the minds of tirggkand people of Judah may be imagined. From
the pages of Micah and Isaiah, contemporary prapineludah, can be seen how God was speaking
to Judah through the ruin of Israel. Ahaz’s poldyelying on human help from Assyria instead of
divine help from Jehovah was refuted by its outcowigh Syria and Samaria ruined, there lay
nothing between Jerusalem and the Assyrian. Aisdiit Hezekiah's reign— the next after that
ofAhaz — that the ruthless conqueror from Ninewsthund overrunning Judah itself; How king,
prophet,and people met that crisis will begin tegtdesson, for it belongs to the period when the
Southern Kingdom is all that remained of the orgadiHebrew nation in Palestine.

Questions for Chapter 10.

1.What were the relations between the kingdomsidéli and Israel in general?

2.Who altered these relations for a time? How? Witlat consequences for Judah’s politics and
religion?

3.Who was Joash, and how did he come to the throne?

4.What was the occasion of Judah’s first intimatetact with Assyria? Discuss Ahaz’s policy in the
light of Isa. 7:1-9.

5.What were the stages in the downfall of the NemiKingdom? What became of the conquered
people, and who replaced them? See Il Kings, ch. 17

Chapter 11 : Judah, from Hezekiah to the Exile



Il Kings, Chapters 18 to 25 ; Il Chronicles, Chaptes 29 to 36; Isaiah (in part); Nahum;
Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Jeremiah; Lamentations; Ezekid, Chapters 1 to 32

Although outwardly Judah appeared to be the saiee tie fall of the Northern Kingdom as before,
it was not so. A very different situation confrotitdezekiah from that which had confronted his
father Ahaz when he called on Assyria for help aglabyria and Israel. Now there were no “buffer
states” between Assyria’s empire and little Judeaid it was only a score of years after Samaria fell
when Jerusalem felt the full force of Assyria. Smeirerib, fourth in that remarkable list of the six
kings- who made Nineveh mistress of Asia, sent an arnbesiege Jerusalem, with a summons to
Hezekiah to surrender his capital.

A different spirit ruled this king. Isaiah, the samreat prophet who had counseled Ahaz to resist
Pekah and Rezin but had failed to move him to faithehovah, found now in Ahaz’s son a vital faith
in the God of Israel in this far sorer crisis. &sponse to that faith Isaiah by God to assure &t
people of a great deliverance. The case, to allamuseeming, was hopeless. But the resources at
God’s disposal are boundless, and at one blowdtigel of Jehovah” reduced the proud Assyrian
host to impotency and drove away in retreat. 11g6ir19:35. Scribes who record the achievements of
ancient monarchs are not accustomed to betray fatine dailures of their royal heroes. But between
the lines of Sennacherib’s records we can readoafion of the Bible’s report of some great
catastrophe to Assyrian arms. Jehovah rewardefaitieof his people in him.

The seventh century before Christ; which begarajtest this event, witnessed both the rise of Assyri
to its greatest height, and its sudden fall betbeeChaldeans, a people from the Persian Gulf, who
succeeded in mastering ancient Babylon and in winfor it a greater glory than it had ever known
in former times. Even in Hezekiah’s reign these I@&ans, under their leader Merodach-baladan,
were already challenging the supremacy of Nineael,in doing so were seeking allies in the west.
When the king of Judah yielded to the dictatesramfgpand showed to these Chaldean ambassadors
histreasures, Isaiah announced to him that thérima of Judah was to come in future days frons thi
source, and not from Nineveh as might then have beécipated.

Manasseh, Hezekiah’s successor, was indeed takegasive to Babylon for a time, but the captor
was a king of Assyria. Il Chron. 33:11. Manassel ttas punished for his great personal
wickedness,for he is pictured as the worst oftedldescendantsof David, an idolator and a cruel
persecutor. Yet his reign was long, and at itseclos is said to have repented and turned to Jehovah
But this did not prevent his son Amon from followim his evil ways. A revolt of the people within
two years removed Amon, however, and set his y@amg Josiah, upon the throne. Josiah’s reign is
important for the history of Judah.

By putting together all that can be gleaned fromdsi, Chronicles, and the prophets, it can be seen
that Josiah gradually came more and more underfthence of the party in Judah that sought to purge
the nation of its idolatry and bring it back, notmaly to the comparatively pure worship and life of
Hezekiah’s and David’s days, but to an ideal okmare of the ancient Law of Moses. The climaxin
the progressive reformation in Judah was reachiaiiah’s eighteenth year, 622 B.C., when the
kingand all the people entered into a “solemn leagnud covenant” to obey the Law of Moses both as
a religious obligation and as a social program.

The Law book which was found while workmen werdgagsg the Temple passed through the
handsof Hilkiah, the high priest, who therefore aaitted himself, together with the priests, to this
reform. And what the true prophets of Jehovah thoogit may be seen, for example, from Jer., ch.



11, which tells that this prophetic leader preadhettie streetsof Jerusalem and through the wfies
Judah, saying,“Hear ye the words of this coveramd, do them.”

Josiah attempted to attach to Jerusalem all thieseeats in the territory of the former kingdom of
Israel which were in sympathy with Jehovah’s Lawl,ahBethel itself he defiled the old idolatrous
altar and slew its priests. In fact, it was on herh ground, at Megiddo, that Josiah met his tragic
end and the new wave of patriotic enthusiasm watesied, when, in battle against Pharaoh-necho
and a great Egyptian army, the king of Judah whecki

Josiah’s four successors were weak and unwortaefd’s line. After Jehoahaz, the son whom the
people put on the throne to succeed Josiah, haddiaeved by Necho, Jehoiakim, another son,
reigned for eleven years. He owed his throne tdPti@aoh and was at first tributary to him. But
early in his reign came the first of many campaighthe Chaldeans into Palestine, as
Nebuchadnezzar, master of Asia, extended his ptavitrer and farther south after crushing the
Egyptians at Carchemish in 605 B.C. Jehoiakim lodabiv to Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke and seems to
have lost his life in a fruitless attempt to shiékaff. A great number of the leaders of Judah,lesb
priests, soldiers, and craftsmen, were deportepsther with Jehoiachin, the young son of
Jehoiakim, who had worn the crown but three moriB8, mc.

For eleven years more, however, the remnant ofhlotintained a feeble state under Zedekiah, a
third son of Josiah and the last of David’s linartount the throne. In spite of his solemn oathto t
king of Babylon and in the face of the express ways from Jehovah through his prophets Jeremiah
and Ezekiel, this weak and faithless king revoftedn Babylon, put his trust in the Egyptian army,
and prepared to stand a siege. But Jerusalem’sahdow come, as Samaria’s had come before, and
through a breach in the northern wall the Chaldeamy entered; the king fled and was captured,
blinded, and deported, and the whole city, inclgdiouses, walls, gates, and even the Temple —
that famous Temple of Solomon which had stood geadr centuries — was totally destroyed, 587
B.C. All that remained of the higher classes, thgetwvith the population of Jerusalem and the chief
towns, were carried away to Babylonia, to begirt ¢hale which had been threatened even in the
Law, and predicted by many of the prophets, ae#tieeme penalty for disobedience and idolatry.

1 Tiglash-peleser, 745 - 727 BC; Shalmaneser, 722: Sargon, 722 - 705; Sennacherib, 705 - 681,
Esar-haddon, 680 - 668; Ashurbanipal, 668 - 626.

Questions on Chapter 11

1. How did the fall of Samaria affect the Kingdom ofd&h?
2. How did Hezekiah meet the threats of Sennacheribat\Wwas the outcome?

3. Which king carried through a reformation of religibWhat was the basis of the covenant he
imposed on Judah? How did he meet his end?

4. Describe the relations of the Chaldeans to Judaheiime of Hezekiah, of Jehoiakim, of
Zedekiah?

5. When did Jerusalem fall? Did it fall unexpectedhdavithout warning?

Chapter 12 : The Exile and the Restoration



Ezekiel, Chapters 33 to 48; Daniel; Ezra, Chapter§, 2

When the northern tribes were carried away by Aasyrey lost their identity in the mass of the
nations. Only individuals from among them attactiezgimselves to the organized nucleus of Judah.
From that time the one tribe of Judah stood ouireminently as representative of the whole nation,
that “Jew” (that is, man of Judah) has been eqantatio Hebrew. Paul says that he was of the tribe
of Benjamin; the aged prophetess Anna is said e baen of the tribe of Asher, Luke 2 36, and all
the priests were of course of the tribe of Levt lpag before New Testament times all such
Israelites were commonly referred to as “Jews.”

Judah did not lose its identity among the natiohenvlerusalem fell. The Jews who were not
deported, among them the prophet Jeremiah, werenulgr the government of a certain Jewish
noble, Gedaliah, who ruled the land from Mizpahegwesentative of the great king. Many fugitives
returned to live under his sway when they found ithaas beneficent. But Gedaliah was soon
murdered by a prince of David’s house, whom thglkahAmmon had set on to do this mischief and
then received and protected. The other Jewish feddared to remain within reach of the king of
Babylon after this insult to him, and against trermings of Jeremiah they all went down to Egypt.
That removal ended all organized Jewish life ireBtihe for nearly half a century.

In Babylon, however, an event occurred long befbat time had elapsed, which marked the political
recognition of Judah’s separate identity as a nafivat event was the release of Jehoiachin from
prison by the new king of Babylon, Evil-merodach¢sessor of Nebuchadnezzar. Jehoiachin, it will
be remembered, was the unfortunate prince of Davidé who held the throne only three months
after his father Jehoiakim’s death and was themmdeg to Babylon in 598. From that time on,
through all the remainder of Nebuchadnezzar’s llaign, he had been imprisoned in Babylon. But
now he was not only released, but given a pensmm the royal treasury for the rest of his life and
a standing superior to all the other captive prsnceBabylon. This was in 562, and many Jewish
hearts must already have begun to beat with fregple has the old loyalty to David’'s house flamed
up, and the promises of a restoration recordeterotd Law and the Prophets were echoed by the
prophet of the Exile, Ezekiel. This man, himsefirgest by birth, had been carried to Babylon at the
same time as Jehoiachin, and through all thosesysdatoom hadthere preached to his countrymen,
first to the portionexiled with him while Jerusaleiil stood, but after 587 to the whole peopletehi

in a common catastrophe. His voice had even reatthderusalem, as he joined Jeremiah in
reminding King Zedekiah of his oath to Nebuchadaez¥Vith the elevation of Jehoiachin and the
stirring of the national hopes, Ezekiel becamepttopphet of hope.He pictures the breath of Jehovah
stirring to life thedry bones in the valley of deaEzek., ch. 37. And he warns the optimistic peopl
that only as God takes away from them their oldtweart and givesthem a heart of flesh, and
sprinkles clean water upon them to cleanse them treir pollution through idolatry, can they be fit
to form the new communitywherein God shall indesidm. Ch. 36:25, 26. What such a community
might outwardly and visibly resemble, Ezekiel pretsiin a long, detailed, descriptive vision
wherewith his book closes. Chs. 40 to 48.

Another outstanding Jew of the Exile was a mamoémtirely different type. Daniel, a noble youth
carried away from Judah to Babylon at the firsslelaf Nebuchadnezzar's armies with the Jews, 605
B.C., and brought up at the court, succeeded througrpreting a dream of the king in attracting hi
notice and winning his favor, much as Joseph ha@ doancient Egypt. Dan., ch. 2. From his
position of political power, Daniel was able, ddebks, to minister to the interests of his brethtba,
Jewish exiles. Possibly it is to him that Jehoiagdwed his astonishing reversal of fortune. At any
rate Belshazzar, the last ruler of the Chaldeae,s$éill maintained Daniel in power, in spite bét



very solemn warning of ruin to that state which [Bhfearlessly pronounced. Ch. 5. When the
Persians succeeded the Chaldeans as masters dbBabys Jewish statesman still held his high
post, and retained it in spite of the bitter ennaityfficials who used his Jewish faith as a handle
against him. Ch. 6. In fact, there is no better waynderstand the favor accorded the Jews by
Cyrus, the Per